
2021 Favia LA MAGDALENA Red Wine Napa Val ley  

A w ine that  can be t raced back to  our  ear l i es t  days making w ine together ,  La Magda lena i s  a 

b lend o f  equa l  par ts  Cabernet  Franc and Cabernet  Sauv ignon f rom the renowned Oakv i l l e  Ranch ,  

h igh in  the eas tern  h i l l s  o f  Napa Va l l ey ’s  most  famous appe l l a t ion .   Organ ica l l y  farming w i th  

in ten t ion ,  harves t ing  a t  op t imum r ipeness ,  and carefu l l y  shepherd ing  the w ines th rough 

fermenta t ion and macerat ion ,  y ie lds a w ine w i th  remarkab le dep th ,  a s i l ky  tex tu re ,  and eye-

open ing  complex i t y .   The dance o f  these two var ie t i es  together  i s  what  exc i tes  us most  about  

mak ing w ine in  the Napa Va l l ey .

2021 was a d ry bu t  mi ld  year .   The v ines set  qu i te  a modest  crop in  terms o f  quan t i t y ,  bu t  the 

dep th  and in tens i t y  o f  the f ru i t  was remarkab le .   Th is  made fo r  a v i v id  express ion o f  bo th  these 

var ie t i es ,  g rown in  one o f  the bes t  ter ro i rs  in  the wor ld .   These red vo lcan ic so i l s  cons is ten t l y  g i ve 

the w ines a sense o f  s t reng th ,  w i th  dark f ru i t  character  and a lso  no tes o f  loam, underbrush ,  and 

exo t ic  sp ices .   Th is  v in tage o f  La Magda lena i s  d ia led  up in  terms o f  aromat ics ,  s t ructu re ,  and 

concent ra t ion .   The dense b lackber ry  and cur ran t  aromas and f l avors  are enhanced by h in ts  o f  

l i co r ice ,  o range b lossom, and gar r igue .   I t  i s  f i rm bu t  access ib le  in  i t s  you th  and w i l l  cer ta in l y  

evo l ve w i th  t ime in  the ce l l a r .

22 months in  bar re l ,  1  year  in  bo t t l e .  No f in ing  or  f i l t ra t ion .  French oak,  50% new.

52% Cabernet  Franc,  48% Cabernet  Sauv ignon

V in t age  No tes  and  Rev i ews

The 2021 grow ing season fe l l  i n  the midd le o f  a mu l t i - year  d rought  in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  Wi th  very l i t t l e  

w in ter  and spr ing  ra in ,  the v ines worked hard  to  deve lop canop ies ,  and in  the end set  a re la t i ve l y  

smal l  c rop .   Luck i l y ,  summer temperatu res were re la t i ve l y  mi ld ,  w i th  on l y  a coup le o f  days w i th  

peak temperatu res over  100 degrees Fahrenhe i t  (38C) .  Th is  meant  that  the f ru i t  was ab le to  

mature s low ly ,  and f ru i t  qua l i t y  a t  harves t  was ba lanced and concent ra ted .  In  fac t ,  the ample sun 

exposure o f  the f ru i t  l ed  to  remarkab le pheno l ic  deve lopment ,  w i th  the g rapes a t  harves t  hav ing  

very dark co lo r  and h igh l y  s t ructu red tann ins .

The harves t  ar r i ved re la t i ve l y  ear l y ,  and a t  Fav ia  we were harves t ing  our  Oakv i l l e  f ru i t  beg inn ing  on 

September 7 .  The mi ld  temperatu res a l lowed us to  con t inue harves t ing  method ica l l y  fo r  over  a 

month ,  w i th  the las t  Coombsv i l l e  Cabernet  Sauv ignon coming in to  the w inery on October  13 .  Th is  

long harves t  gave us a b road spect rum of  b lend ing  components w i th  wh ich to  craf t  our  2021 

w ines .

Across the board ,  the 2021 w ines f rom Fav ia show great  dep th ,  p leasan t  natu ra l  ac id i t y ,  and 

s t rong var ie ta l  express ion .  The v in tage shows a l l  the power  and r ichness expected f rom Napa 

Va l l ey ,  and w i th  a tann ic backbone that  w i l l  a l l ow the w ines to  age fo r  decades to  come.   

J E B  D U N N U C K  A u g u s t  2 0 2 3  – 95+ po in t s

The 2021 La Magda lena is an even sp l i t o f Cabernet Sauv ignon and Cabernet Franc that ' s a l l f rom

the Oakv i l l e Ranch V ineyard . I t ' s a more inward , c losed w ine yet has incred ib le po ten t ia l i n i t s

darker red and b lue f ru i t s as we l l as no tes of spr ing f lowers and graph i te . Wi th in tegra ted oak,

med ium to fu l l -bod ied r ichness , beau t i fu l t ann ins , and a minera l - l aced f in ish , i t ' s

ano ther 2021 that ' s bu i l t fo r the ce l l a r . H ide bot t l es fo r 4-6 years and en joy over the fo l low ing 20+

years .

A N T O N I O  G A L L O N I / V I N O U S  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3  -  98  po in t s

The 2021 La Magda lena is fabu lous . Dark , p l i an t and super -express i ve , the 2021 possesses

notab le dep th f rom star t to f in i sh . P lum, f resh b lueber ry , mocha, g rave l , sp ice and leather a l l me ld

together in th is cap t i va t ing Cabernet Franc/Cabernet Sauv ignon b lend f rom Oakv i l l e Ranch . In a

word : dazz l ing .

L I S A  P E R O T T I - B R O W N / T H E  W I N E  I N D E P E N D E N T  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 4  -  97  po in t s

Deep garnet -purp le in co lo r , the 2021 La Magda lena is composed of 50% Cabernet Franc and

50% Cabernet Sauv ignon f rom Oakv i l l e Ranch . Notes of b lack cher r ies , creme de cass is , and

ju icy p lums burs t f rom the g lass , fo l lowed by h in ts o f c love o i l , dark choco la te , and l i cor ice . The

fu l l -bod ied pa la te is v ib ran t , re f resh ing , and l igh t on i t s feet , w i th energet ic b lack f ru i t and sp icy

layers lead ing to a long and l i f t ed f in i sh .

J A M E S  S U C K L I N G  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3  -  97  po in t s

Black curran t , crushed stone, and some b lack l i cor ice aromas fo l low through to a fu l l body w i th

ear th , bark and mushrooms. Fresh herbs . B lue f ru i t s . Some grave l l y under tones . Med ium to fu l l

body , f ine and stony tann ins and a f resh f in ish . Oakv i l l e . More f ru i t d r i ven . Dr inkab le , bu t bet ter

af ter 2026.

J A N E  A N S O N  –  R e v i e w  n o t  y e t  p u b l i s h e d
J O E  D ’ A N G E L O / I N T E R N A T I O N A L  W I N E  R E P O R T  –  R e v i e w  n o t  y e t  p u b l i s h e d


