
2021 Favia CERRO SUR Red Wine Napa Val ley  

Rancho Ch imi les ,  the c lass ic Ca l i fo rn ia ranch h igh in  the mounta ins eas t  o f  Coombsv i l l e ,  i s  the 

home of  the Cabernet  Franc a t  the core o f  our  perenn ia l l y  impress i ve b lended red w ine ,  Cer ro  
Sur .   These mature v ines ,  in  th is  very spec ia l  te r ro i r ,  p roduce a w ine o f  s ingu lar  character ,  

aromat ic  en thus iasm, and f resh ,  focused f l avors .   Af ter  met icu lous sor t ing ,  the g rapes are 

carefu l l y  mon i to red th rough fermenta t ion and macerat ion ,  g i v ing  the w ine a f ine tex tu re and a 

nar row focus .   Th is  i s  fo l lowed by 22 months o f  ag ing  in  50% new French oak bar re ls ,  and 

bo t t l i ng  w i thou t  f in ing  or  f i l t ra t ion ,  wh ich we fee l  he lps to  max imize the po ten t ia l  o f  the w ine .

The 2021 Cerro  Sur  cap tu res the in tens i t y  o f  the v in tage.   I t  was the second year  in  a mu l t i - year  

d rought  in  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  so  the v ines produced a l imi ted  crop o f  very express i ve f ru i t .   The Cabernet  

Franc f rom th is  h igh e levat ion s i te  de l i vered a w ine w i th  s t rong var ie ta l  character ,  show ing no tes 

o f  l i co r ice ,  cardamom, As ian market  sp ices ,  and br igh t  red cher ry .   Around th is  core ,  we b lended 

Cabernet  Sauv ignon ,  wh ich adds mid -pa la te we igh t  and a b lack f ru i t  dens i t y ,  and Mer lo t ,  wh ich 

br ings f reshness and roundness .   Coming up on two decades o f  exper ience making th is  w ine 

f rom these o ld  v ines ,  we know the ag ing t ra jec to ry  o f  th is  w ine:   i t  w i l l  on l y  con t inue to  become 

more complex and a l lu r ing  w i th  t ime in  the bo t t l e .

22 months in  bar re l ,  1  year  in  bo t t l e .  No f in ing  or  f i l t ra t ion .  French oak,  50% new.

53% Cabernet  Franc,  32% Cabernet  Sauv ignon ,  15% Mer lo t

V i n t age  No tes  and  Rev i ews

The 2021 grow ing season fe l l  i n  the midd le o f  a mu l t i - year  d rought  in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  Wi th  very l i t t l e  

w in ter  and spr ing  ra in ,  the v ines worked hard  to  deve lop canop ies ,  and in  the end set  a re la t i ve l y  

smal l  c rop .   Luck i l y ,  summer temperatu res were re la t i ve l y  mi ld ,  w i th  on l y  a coup le o f  days w i th  

peak temperatu res over  100 degrees Fahrenhe i t  (38C) .  Th is  meant  that  the f ru i t  was ab le to  

mature s low ly ,  and f ru i t  qua l i t y  a t  harves t  was ba lanced and concent ra ted .  In  fac t ,  the ample sun 

exposure o f  the f ru i t  l ed  to  remarkab le pheno l ic  deve lopment ,  w i th  the g rapes a t  harves t  hav ing  

very dark co lo r  and h igh l y  s t ructu red tann ins .

The harves t  ar r i ved re la t i ve l y  ear l y ,  and a t  Fav ia  we were harves t ing  our  Oakv i l l e  f ru i t  beg inn ing  on 

September 7 .  The mi ld  temperatu res a l lowed us to  con t inue harves t ing  method ica l l y  fo r  over  a 

month ,  w i th  the las t  Coombsv i l l e  Cabernet  Sauv ignon coming in to  the w inery on October  13 .  Th is  

long harves t  gave us a b road spect rum of  b lend ing  components w i th  wh ich to  craf t  our  2021 

w ines .

Across the board ,  the 2021 w ines f rom Fav ia show great  dep th ,  p leasan t  natu ra l  ac id i t y ,  and 

s t rong var ie ta l  express ion .  The v in tage shows a l l  the power  and r ichness expected f rom Napa 

Va l l ey ,  and w i th  a tann ic backbone that  w i l l  a l l ow the w ines to  age fo r  decades to  come.   

J E B  D U N N U C K  A u g u s t  2 0 2 3  -  98  po in t s

Most l y  Cabernet  Franc f rom a h igher  e levat ion s i te  in  Coombsv i l l e  ( there 's  34% Cabernet  

Sauv ignon and 13% Mer lo t ) ,  the 2021 Cerro  Sur  i s  a s tunn ing l y  beau t i fu l  w ine o f fer ing  

r ipe red and b lack f ru i t s  suppor ted by p len ty  o f  choco la te ,  r ipe tobacco ,  and crushed s tone- l i ke 

minera l i t y .  I t ' s  fu l l -bod ied and has remarkab le concent ra t ion ,  r ipe ,  bu i ld ing  tann ins ,  and a layered ,  

majes t ic  s t y le  that  wou ld  g i ve a top v in tage o f  Cheva l  B lanc a run fo r  i t s  money.  G ive th is  

incred ib le red b lend 3-4 years  in  the ce l l a r ,  and i t  w i l l  have over  two decades o f  p r ime dr ink ing .

A N T O N I O  G A L L O N I / V I N O U S  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3  -  97  po in t s

The 2021 Cerro  Sur  i s  b r igh t ,  aromat ic  and beaut i fu l l y  focused r igh t  ou t  o f  the gate .  Cabernet  

Franc dr i ves the pro f i l e  in  th is  in tense l y  aromat ic ,  l ayered red .  Crushed f lowers ,  sweet red ber ry  

f ru i t ,  mocha,  rose peta ls  and b lood orange lend no tab le v ib rancy .  The Cer ro  Sur  i s  the most  

res t ra ined o f  the Fav ia reds ,  bu t  i t  has a ton o f  pure ped ig ree .

L I S A  P E R O T T I - B R O W N / T H E  W I N E  I N D E P E N D E N T  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 4  -  97  po in t s

The 2021 Cerro  Sur  i s  a b lend o f  53% Cabernet  Franc,  34% Cabernet  Sauv ignon ,  and 13% Mer lo t  

f rom Rancho Ch imi les  V ineyard .  Deep garnet -purp le in  co lo r ,  i t  fea tu res evocat i ve scen ts  o f  b lack 

raspber r ies ,  w i ld  b lueber r ies ,  and redcurran t  p reserves lead ing  to  h in ts  o f  penc i l  shav ings ,  bay 

leaves ,  and red roses .  The fu l l -bod ied pa la te v ib ra tes w i th  energet ic  b lack and red ber ry  l ayers  

f ramed by f ine-g ra ined tann ins and ood les o f  f reshness ,  f in i sh ing  long and per fumed.  Th is  i s  

gorgeous!

J A M E S  S U C K L I N G  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3  -  97  po in t s

Black ber ry ,  b lack o l i ve and bark as we l l  as  dark f ru i t s .  Some min t  and crushed s tone.  Med ium to  

fu l l  body ,  ju icy and ve l ve t y  tex tu re w i th  love l y  l ayer ing  and dep th .  A b r igh tness and c i t rus character  

beh ind a l l  the ear th  and f ru i t  no t ions .

J A N E  A N S O N  –  R e v i e w  n o t  y e t  p u b l i s h e d
J O E  D ’ A N G E L O / I N T E R N A T I O N A L  W I N E  R E P O R T  –  R e v i e w  n o t  y e t  p u b l i s h e d


