
2021 Favia Cabernet Sauvignon Oakvi l le Napa Val ley  

I t  makes per fect  sense that  Oakv i l l e  has become the most  hera lded s l i ce o f  the Napa Va l l ey  ( the 

“ tender lo in , ”  as Rober t  Parker  has ca l l ed  i t ) .   Our  b locks a t  Oakv i l l e  Ranch—h igh above the 

eas tern  edge o f  the Va l l ey ,  o rgan ica l l y  farmed on red ,  rocky ,  i ron- r ich  so i l s—have produced some 

of  the most  compel l i ng  w ines in  the area fo r  many years .   I t  i s  these red h i l l s ides that  con t inue to  

as tound us year  a f ter  year ,  the w ines hav ing  such power ,  in tens i t y ,  and s t reng th  o f  character .

Th is  pure Cabernet  Sauv ignon w ine was carefu l l y  fermented and on the sk ins fo r  twen ty-p lus 

days ,  gen t l y  p ressed and pu t  s t ra igh t  to  bar re l  fo r  malo - lac t ic  fermenta t ion .   Aged in  50% French 

oak bar re ls  fo r  22 months ,  w i th  min imal  rack ing  and w i thou t  f in ing  or  f i l t ra t ion .   We fee l  th i s  

hands-o f f  approach to  the e leváge i s  the bes t  way to  b r ing  focus to  the v ineyard .   As a lways ,  th is  

w ine shows dark ,  b rood ing  no tes o f  b lackber ry ,  cass is ,  and sun-drenched so i l ,  a long w i th  de l i ca te 

no tes o f  bak ing  sp ices and bay laure l .   On the pa la te ,  the en t ry  i s  nar row and prec ise ,  then a lmost  

immed ia te l y  the impress ion expands and becomes mouth- f i l l i ng  and r ich ,  l ead ing  to  a long ,  

power fu l  f in i sh .   The tann ins are s leek bu t  muscu lar ,  ind icat ing  a long l i fe  ahead in  the ce l l a r .   

22 months in  bar re l ,  1  year  in  bo t t l e .  No f in ing  or  f i l t ra t ion .  French oak,  50% new.

100% Cabernet  Sauv ignon

V in t age  No tes  and  Rev i ews

The 2021 grow ing season fe l l  i n  the midd le o f  a mu l t i - year  d rought  in  Ca l i fo rn ia .  Wi th  very l i t t l e  

w in ter  and spr ing  ra in ,  the v ines worked hard  to  deve lop canop ies ,  and in  the end set  a re la t i ve l y  

smal l  c rop .   Luck i l y ,  summer temperatu res were re la t i ve l y  mi ld ,  w i th  on l y  a coup le o f  days w i th  

peak temperatu res over  100 degrees Fahrenhe i t  (38C) .  Th is  meant  that  the f ru i t  was ab le to  

mature s low ly ,  and f ru i t  qua l i t y  a t  harves t  was ba lanced and concent ra ted .  In  fac t ,  the ample sun 

exposure o f  the f ru i t  l ed  to  remarkab le pheno l ic  deve lopment ,  w i th  the g rapes a t  harves t  hav ing  

very dark co lo r  and h igh l y  s t ructu red tann ins .

The harves t  ar r i ved re la t i ve l y  ear l y ,  and a t  Fav ia  we were harves t ing  our  Oakv i l l e  f ru i t  beg inn ing  on 

September 7 .  The mi ld  temperatu res a l lowed us to  con t inue harves t ing  method ica l l y  fo r  over  a 

month ,  w i th  the las t  Coombsv i l l e  Cabernet  Sauv ignon coming in to  the w inery on October  13 .  Th is  

long harves t  gave us a b road spect rum of  b lend ing  components w i th  wh ich to  craf t  our  2021 

w ines .

Across the board ,  the 2021 w ines f rom Fav ia show great  dep th ,  p leasan t  natu ra l  ac id i t y ,  and 

s t rong var ie ta l  express ion .  The v in tage shows a l l  the power  and r ichness expected f rom Napa 

Va l l ey ,  and w i th  a tann ic backbone that  w i l l  a l l ow the w ines to  age fo r  decades to  come.   

J E B  D U N N U C K  A u g u s t  2 0 2 3  – 99  po in t s

Las t l y , the 2021 Cabernet Sauv ignon Oakv i l l e may be the f ines t w ine I ' ve tas ted f rom th is es ta te ,

a l though the 2016 migh t have someth ing to say about that . R ipe b lackcurran ts , f resh b lue f ru i t s ,

huge minera l i t y , fu l l -bod ied r ichness , a dense, concent ra ted mid-pa la te , and incred ib l y pure no tes

of choco la te , loamy ear th , tobacco , and lead penc i l a l l def ine th is sensat iona l Oakv i l l e Cabernet

Sauv ignon . The tann in qua l i t y as we l l as the overa l l ba lance are jus t about o f f the char ts . Th is

war ran ts 4-5 years in the ce l l a r and w i l l have 2-3 decades of overa l l l ongev i t y .

J A M E S  S U C K L I N G  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3  -  99  po in t s

The red f ru i t and t i l e aromas wi th ter ra-co t ta come through c lear l y here . Then there ’s sage and

bark w i th cedar under tones . Leaves , too . Then turns to b lue f ru i t s . Fu l l body w i th love l y tann ins

that are ve l ve t y and energet ic f rom the under l y ing ac id and ear th character . Exce l l en t f in i sh . Dr ink

af ter 2028.

A N T O N I O  G A L L O N I / V I N O U S  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3  -  9 8  p o i n t s
The 2021 Cabernet Sauv ignon Oakv i l l e soars ou t o f the g lass . Inky dark cher ry , g rave l , l i co r ice ,

g raph i te and choco la te satu ra te the pa la te . Ver t i ca l , dense and exp los i ve , the 2021 is wonder fu l l y

deep and express i ve . There 's p len ty o f Oakv i l l e Ranch tann in , bu t i t i s so we l l -ba lanced .

J A N E  A N S O N  –  R e v i e w  n o t  y e t  p u b l i s h e d
J O E  D ’ A N G E L O / I N T E R N A T I O N A L  W I N E  R E P O R T  –  R e v i e w  n o t  y e t  p u b l i s h e d


